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Course Purpose

This course draws upon relevant research literature to help learners develop a nuanced understanding of student development in college. Specifically, the course is designed to introduce learners to student development theories and how postsecondary education institutions create educational experiences, interactions, and learning environments that help college students develop across different dimensions and achieve desired learning outcomes. Towards that goal, this course also relies on students’ active participation in the course and with the course’s material.

Course Learning Outcomes

Students will be assessed and evaluated in the following learning outcomes:

Basic knowledge of student development theories/concepts.
Understanding the role of student development theory in programs and/or interventions design.
Integrate course materials to other graduate level courses.
Perform graduate level academic writing in ways that demonstrate a working knowledge of the patterns of development and educational experiences of college students.
Cultivate a professional interest in student development that informs your career goals.

Textbook and/or Resource Materials

Renn, K., Haynes, C., Lange, A. C., Salinas, C, & Perez, R. J. (in press). College student development theory in action: A guiding framework for higher education practice. Routledge.

Recommended Text for this Course
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (7h ed.). (2020).
Washington, DC: Author.

Assignments
Student Development: Site Observations
Assignment Rationale
Student Development: Site Observations is a two-part assignment designed to help students better understand how student development theory functions across various practice-based learning environments. By engaging in both dialogue and self-reflection, students will explore how educators (e.g., instructors, supervisors, mentors, academic leaders, and student affairs educators) use theory to support college students’ growth and development in real-world settings. In addition, this learning activity helps students strengthen their theory-building and theory-assessing practice skills—two inevitabilities of applying theory effectively within the Student Development in Action (SDTiA) framework.
Part 1 Assignment Overview and Requirements: Conversation with Site Supervisor 
The goal of this component is to gain insight into the developmental goals of your assistantship/internship site or functional area. To do this, students will conduct a conversation with the site supervisor, guided by the following questions:
· Who are the college students we serve?
· What developmental outcomes (e.g., skills, attitudes, or forms of self-knowledge) do we aim to foster in these students?
After your conversation, students must write a one-page, double-spaced reflective paper (excluding cover and reference pages) summarizing what they learned. The reflection should demonstrate thoughtful engagement with your supervisor’s perspective. Submissions will be read by the instructor and the teaching assistant (TAs).
Part 2 Assignment Overview and Requirements: Self-Reflection 
This second part of the assignment encourages students to apply what they have learned about student development theory to their own practice. Their written reflection should:
· Identify the developmental outcomes the student aims to foster in the students they serve.
· Highlight one or more formal theories that can help the student to support those outcomes.
· Demonstrate a deeper, more nuanced understanding of student development than what was presented in Part 1.
The reflection submitted should be no more than two double-spaced pages (excluding cover and reference pages). Submissions will be read by the instructor and the teaching assistant (TA).

The Video Identity Development Blog (Video i-Blog)

Assignment Rationale
This learning activity supports students’ engagement with each the Student Development Theory in Action (SDTiA) framework’s four interconnected components - i.e., (1) the sociopolitical context’s influence, (2) translation of formal/informal theory into action, (3) classroom and practice learning environmental considerations, and (4) theory building and practice assessments. The Video i-Blog assignment encourages students to traverse theory borderlands, apply intersectionality, and engage in contemporary theorizing by using video blogs to explore their personal identity development.

Assignment Overview
Over the course of the semester, students complete two individual Video i-Blog entries (5–7 minutes each). Each entry serves as a reflective journal in which students connect their lived experiences—either personal or professional—to  key concepts within student development theory.
Assignment Requirements
Students can use the video recording function on their phones or Zoom to record their Video i-Blogs. The Video i-Blog should be uploaded using the discussion board function in the Learning Management System (LMS e.g., Canvas) for their classmates and instructors/TAs to view. 

Students will respond to the following guided prompts in their Video i-Blog:
· Prompt for their first Video i-Blog:
You might describe these lived experiences as developmental successes or struggles. Regardless, both developmental successes and struggles result in personal growth.  Reflect on one area of personal identity development (e.g., race, gender, gender identity, cognitive development, etc.). How might you use student development theory to explain your lived experience? Or, alternatively, how might you use your lived experience to challenge or expand on theory?
· Prompt for their second Video i-Blog:
In what theory area are you observing a student you advise/supervise experience developmental success or struggle? How can theory inform your next steps with the student? In your response, be sure to highlight which developmental outcomes are priorities for this student to learn.
In addition to vlogging about identity development, each student must comment on the video i-Blog entries of two different classmates, due in weeks 8 and 11.  Students' reply comments should be the equivalent of one double-spaced page of text (approximately 320 words). Student reply comments should be as thoughtfully prepared as their initial entry. The prompts below are offered to assist them in preparing a well-crafted response. This is not an exhaustive list:
1. What did I take away from my source material or the course materials that might offer an alternative point of view?
2. How have I experienced what was offered in the video i-Blog entry in my own lived experience?
3. How has this video i-Blog entry influenced my understanding of theory?
Grading Criteria
This assignment is assessed on completion, not on the personal content of students’ reflections or the quality of their video production. Students who meet the basic requirements will receive full credit.


Criteria for Full Credit 
A submission receives full credit when it meets all of the following:
1. Video Submission
· A video (5–7 minutes) is recorded and uploaded to the LMS by the deadline.
· The video responds to the required prompt for that i-Blog.
2. Connection to Course Concepts
· The video demonstrates a good-faith effort to connect personal or professional experiences to student development theory. Students are free to expose theory’s limitations in their video i-Blog.
3. Engagement
· The student comments on two classmates’ video i-Blogs.
· Each reply is approximately 320 words (about one double-spaced page).
· Replies show thoughtful engagement with the peer’s reflection and one or more of the guiding questions.
Criteria for Partial Credit
A submission receives partial credit when:
1. The video is submitted but is significantly underdeveloped, incomplete, or does not engage with the prompt or
2. Only one peer comment is submitted or
3. Peer comments are submitted but are substantially shorter than expected.
Criteria for No Credit
A submission receives no credit when:
1. No video is submitted or
2. The submission does not attempt the prompt at all or
3. No peer comments are submitted.
Informal Theory Paper 

Assignment Rationale
The Informal Theory paper is a learning activity that supports students' engagement with the translation of formal and informal theory component of the Student Development Theory in Action (SDTiA) framework. Each of us holds our own informal theories, beliefs, and assumptions about how and why students develop during college—what developmental challenges they face, and what areas of growth are essential for maximizing learning. According to the SDTiA framework, developing a critical awareness of your own growth and experiences  with privilege/oppression helps educators (e.g., instructors, supervisors, mentors, academic leaders, and student affairs educators) recognize the personal "informal theories" they use to understand others and their learning processes. This assignment encourages self-reflection to learners thoughtfully engage with the formal student development theories introduced in this course.

Assignment Overview
This is an individual assignment, where students will prepare and submit a reflection paper. Students are expected to use first-person voice, consistent with APA style guidelines for reflective writing. Students are not expected to share deeply personal information—and should include only what they feel comfortable disclosing. The submission will be read by the course instructor and the teaching assistant (TAs).

Assignment Requirements
Write a reflective paper (maximum 6 double-spaced pages, not including the cover page) that introduces you and responds to the following prompts:

1. How do you differ now, as a college senior, compared to your memories of yourself as a first-year student?
2. What changes contributed to those differences?
3. What experiences—inside or outside the classroom (or lack thereof)—do you attribute those changes to?
4. How would you summarize your student development journey throughout college?
5. What advice would you give to students who want to make the most of their college experience?

Grading Criteria
Students’ papers will be evaluated based on:
· The depth and thoughtfulness of your reflection
· Clarity and coherence in articulating your ideas
· Overall quality of writing and adherence to academic standards (no "correct" answers expected)
Formal Theory Paper
Assignment Rationale
The Formal Theory paper is a learning activity that supports students’ engagement with translating formal and informal theory within the Student Development Theory in Action (SDTiA) framework by helping them develop the theory-to-practice connections that deepen their understanding of college student development. Applying formal theory to their own real-life experiences deepens students’ understanding of how developmental processes unfold across classroom and practice settings in higher education, while also strengthening their theory-building and practice-assessment skills.
Assignment Overview
This is an individual assignment, where students will use formal theory to build on the analysis they presented in the Informal Theory Paper.

Assignment Requirements
Students must select one or more formal theories studied in this course to expand on the analysis they presented in the Informal Theory Paper. Specifically, the analysis presented in the Formal Theory Paper should:
1. Connect the assumptions and core concepts of the selected theory or theories to your lived experience.
2. Explain how specific elements of the theory or theories help account for your developmental growth during college.
3. Evaluate the theory/theories by identifying any limitations or gaps in how well they explain your personal experiences.
To support your expanded analysis, students are expected to conduct additional research beyond course readings. Students’ papers must cite a minimum of five (5) scholarly sources not assigned in class. These sources will help students more effectively situate their personal insights within relevant academic literature.
The papers submitted for this assignment should be 10–12 double-spaced pages in length, excluding the cover and reference pages. Students can write in the first person, consistent with APA style guidelines for reflective and analytical writing. Papers will be reviewed by the instructor and the teaching assistant (TA).
Grading Criteria
Students’ papers will be evaluated based on:
· Alignment with all assignment guidelines
· Clarity and coherence in presenting your ideas
· Depth and insight in your analysis
· Quality and correctness of academic writing
· Integration and appropriate citation of scholarly sources
Mandatory Office Hour Visit 

Pedagogical Rationale
To facilitate dialogical professor-student interaction, this teaching method acknowledges that students are not only learning about developmental theory—they are actively experiencing it in real time. The one-on-one check-in helps build trust between the student and their instructor, 

while also allowing the instructor to offer timely guidance tailored to each student’s personal and academic growth.

Scheduling
· Students will be prompted by the teaching assistant (TA) to sign up for a 15-minute one-on-one meeting with the instructor.
· A scheduling form or sign-up sheet will be provided, allowing students to indicate both a first and second choice among available time slots on specific days on or around the middle of the semester.
· Flexibility will be prioritized where possible to accommodate students’ class, work, or assistantship commitments.

Conversation Goals
· The check-in is designed to be informal yet purposeful. 
· Conversational aims to evaluate how students are experiencing the course.

Grading Policy

The required assignments are assigned the following points:

Site Observation Part 1									10 points
Site Observation Part 2									10 points
Video i-Blog Entry #1									15 points
Video i-Blog Entry #2									15 points	
Informal Theory Paper									20 points
Formal Theory Paper									25 points
Mandatory Office Hour	Visit 								5 points
100 points

Grading Scale
A = 100 – 90 points
B = 89 – 80 points
C = 79 – 70 points
D = 69 – 60 points
F = 59 points & below

A Excellent graduate level work that demonstrates strength in analysis, technical writing and/or clarity of thought presented, accurate application of theory, and the assignment’s criteria has been met.

B Good graduate level work, some improvement needed in regard to depth of analysis and technical writing/writing clarity, and addressing assignment criteria.

C Barely adequate graduate level work, significant improvement needed in regard to depth of analysis and technical writing/writing clarity, and addressing assignment criteria.
D/F 	Unacceptable graduate level work, major weaknesses in regard to depth of analysis and 
technical writing/writing clarity; failed to meet assignment criteria.
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Course Schedule
	Week
	Focus
	Reading/Activities/Assignments Due

	1
	What is student development theory?
	· CSDTiA - Part One Introduction
· CSDTiA - Chapter 1
· Watch the TED TALK: The danger of a single story - Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

	2
	What are common components of development across theories? How might educators spur development across theories?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 2
· CSDTiA - Chapter 4
· CSDTiA - Chapter 5
· Croom, N. N., & Kortegast, C. A. (2018). When ignoring difference fails: Using critical professional praxis. About Campus, 23(1), 27.31. 


	3
	How does context affect development?
	· CSDTiA - Part Two Introduction
· CSDTiA - Chapter 3
· Wolniak, G. C., & Burman, S. C. (2022). COVID-19 disruptions: Evaluating the early impacts of campus closure on academic self-efficacy and motivation. Journal of College Student Development, 63(4), 455-46
· Part 1 Assignment Overview and Requirements: Conversation with Site Supervisor 


	4
	How do students develop cognitively?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 6
· CSDTiA - Chapter 9
· Martin, G. L., Smith, M. J., Takewell, W. C., & Miller, A. (2020). Revisiting our contribution: How interactions with student affairs professionals shape cognitive outcomes during college. Journal of Student Affairs Research and Practice, 57(2), 148-162.

	5
	How do students develop morally and ethically?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 7
· Cox, S. J., Waldbillig, L. T., & Glanzer, P. L. (2022). College Students’ Developing Understanding of Moral Expertise: A Longitudinal Case Study of the Importance of Models, Mentors, and Practice. Journal of College and Character, 23(4), 295-312. 
· Part 2 Assignment Overview and Requirements: Self-Reflection


	6
	How do students develop capacities to engage across difference?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 8
· Watch Brooklyn College’s The Ethyle R. Wolfe Institute for the Humanities: 
CITIZEN ENOUGH? Race and Belonging, Now and Then


	7
	What role does identity play in students’ development?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 11
· Abes, E. S. (2009). Theoretical borderlands: Using multiple theoretical perspectives to challenge inequitable power structures in student development theory. Journal of College Student Development, 50(2), 141-‐156.
· First Video i-Blog Due



	Week
	Focus
	Reading/Activities/Assignments Due

	8
	How do students develop a sense of race, ethnicity, and nationality?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 12
· Karunaratne, N., & Harris, J. C. (2022). Women of color student survivors’ perceptions of campus sexual assault prevention programming. Violence against women, 28(15-16), 3801-3824
· Salinas, C., & Lozano, A. (2019). Mapping and recontextualizing the evolution of the term Latinx: An environmental scanning in higher education. In Critical readings on Latinos and education (pp. 216-235). Routledge.
· Mandatory Office Hour Visit

	9
	How do students develop a sense of gender and sexual orientation?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 13
· CSDTiA - Chapter 14
· Watch HigherEd Live: LGBTQ+ Latinx Issues in Student Affairs
· Informal Theory Paper Due


	10
	How do students navigate disability in ways that implicate their development in college?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 15
· Listen to Inside HigherEd: Ep. 159: Uncertainty, Disruption and Campus Mental Health  
· Second i-Blog Video Due


	11
	How do social class and first-generation status experiences affect development?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 16
· CSDTiA - Chapter 17
· Listen to Inside HigherEd: Ep. 166: Voices of Student Success: How Eviction Threats Harm Student Outcomes  

	12
	How do students’ religious, spiritual, and secular identities develop in college?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 18
· Watch NY Times Bible Belt Atheist Documentary https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion/100000003927583/bible-belt-atheist.html 

	13
	How do students develop a sense of their multiple identities simultaneously?
	· CSDTiA - Chapter 19
· Abes, E. S. (2009). Theoretical borderlands: Using multiple theoretical perspectives to challenge inequitable power structures in student development theory. Journal of College Student Development, 50(2), 141-‐156.

	14
	Reflections on Theory
	· Duran, A., Abes, E. S., Stewart, D. L., & Jones, S. R. (2024). Looking back, moving forward, and everything in between: Revisiting student development's relevance and enduring concepts. Journal of College Student Development, 65(2), 121-136.
· Formal Theory Paper Due
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